
 
 
 

Prior and future learning 
 

Prior Knowledge What’s next? 
• Describe the differences in the life cycles of a 
mammal, an amphibian, an insect and a bird. (Y5 - 
Living things and their habitats)  
• Describe the life process of reproduction in some 
plants and animals. (Y5 - Living things and their 
habitats) 

• Differences between species. (KS3) 

 

Track your learning  
 

How I will show what I have learned    
I can describe how living things are classified into broad groups according to 
common observable characteristics and based on similarities and differences, 
including micro-organisms, plants and animals. 

   

I can give reasons for classifying plants based on specific characteristics. 
 

   

I can give reasons for classifying animals based on specific characteristics. 
 

   

 
 

Key knowledge I need to understand 
• Living things can be formally grouped according to characteristics. Plants and animals are two main 

groups but there are other livings things that do not fit into these groups e.g. micro-organisms such 
as bacteria and yeast, and toadstools and mushrooms.  

• Plants can make their own food whereas animals cannot.  
• Animals can be divided into two main groups: those that have backbones (vertebrates); and those 

that do not (invertebrates). Vertebrates can be divided into five small groups: fish; amphibians; 
reptiles; birds; and mammals. Each group has common characteristics. Invertebrates can be divided 
into a number of groups, including insects, spiders, snails and worms.  

• Plants can be divided broadly into two main groups: flowering plants; and non-flowering plants 

 
 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Scientist: Carl Linnaeus  
(Botanist and Zoologist who 
developed taxonomy for 
classifying organisms). 
 

Year 6 Living things and their environment 
(Biology)  

Possible texts to read:  
Beetle Boy– M G Leonard 
Fur and feathers – Janet Halfmann 
 

Working scientifically 
assessment: 
Invertebrate research 
and outdoor keys 

Link to maths curriculum:  
Statistics:  

• Group and sort living things into a piechart/conduct a survey of minibeasts in the local 
area(Interpret and construct pie charts to solve problems). 



 
Mosses small, seedless plants that often 

grow in moist, shady places. 

Ferns flowerless green plants. 

Non-flowering Plants that do not produce 
flowers e.g. ferns 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 


